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the days of old, the stage is set for Book IV of the Lord of
the Rings, the Hobbits have gathered to journey to the
Valley of the Kings and meet with the elves that live

there. The Hobbits will go in search of the missing, LotR-
filled box along the way, while Bilbo, played by Ian Holm,

decides to stay behind to wait for Frodo, who is still in
Orthanc, the palace of Galadriel. Originally, the script for
the next part of the film was going to have Bilbo on his
own for the majority of the film, but after seeing what
director Peter Jackson was able to accomplish with the
LOTR trilogy, this plot was changed to allow for more

scope. Jackson: “Actually, the idea of having Bilbo on his
own for a bit was something that the idea of filming the
next stage of the story came about after. Because I’m

very enamoured of this stage and where it goes, and the
fact that there’s a really juicy scene in there and some

good stuff. So it seemed to me that it was something that
was worthy of actually having Bilbo on his own for a bit

and in his own adventure. I just didn’t know if it was
going to fit in to the rest of the piece. So a bit of a search

for a different approach and just by happy accident, I
think we actually came up with a story that we were

happy with. But it wasn’t until we actually started
shooting that idea of having Bilbo on his
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